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Monthly Planning Tool | Older Toddlers | 24 - 36 Months
Month: November | Week: ____________________ | Year: ____




Teacher/Caregiver: _______________

Skills & Concepts to Emphasize: Reflecting Children’s Cultural Identity 

	Tips for Best Practice 
Provide numerous opportunities for children to see and hear their home language
	Dramatic Play Area
Set out blankets, tapestry, banners or print to reflect patterns of culture. Include ethnic dolls, clothing , food, cooking utensils that represent families cultural background
	Sensory Development Area
Hang pictures eye level, that represent children’s background

Use shoe bag to store stuffed animals (ethnic) dolls at child’s level
	Language - Early Literacy Area
Bring in new books and posters that reflect diversity of gender roles, various special needs and abilities.

Label select objects and furnishing in children’s home language. Post Welcome Signs, Menus, Schedules and Resources in home language of families.  

	Ensure staff representation of home language.  Make sure photo  images accurately reflect people’s current  lives in US.  
	Art Area
Regularly provide brown and black non toxic tempera paints, crayons, markers, colored chalk and easel paper, drawing paper, and paper  for pasting. Shallow trays small cars for painitng
	Fine Motor Skills Area
Set Out: Small people figures that   reflect variety of racial and ethnic background.  Peg Boards  Classifying Objects
	Responsive Care Area
Social Emotional Development

Continue to practice setting the table for meals, pouring milk, passing serving bowls  etc

Pouring drinks at mealtime.

Word use: Water, Wet, Dry, Pour, Drink, Cup

	Resources/Notes

	Music & Movement Area
Continue to chant dance clap to different music. Play music that representing  home culture of group. Repeat often.
	Gross Motor Skills Area
Set Up variety of empty (ethnic)

food boxes and balls for bowling

Set Up Tunnel
	Arrival - Greeting Area: Parent Ed, Nutrition, Health
Bring favorite stuffed animal or teddy bear for parades and picnics. Invite parents to play and sing songs together with children


	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Small group activities (songs, stories, games)
	“Teddy Bear Parade” with musical instruments
“Bubble Chase”: Talk about what bubbles do; float, pop, shine etc
	Stacking and balancing large foam blocks
Pull-apart Put-together toys
	Stack Boxes
Roll balls and cars knock down boxes and re stack

painting with cars 
	Demonstrate storing items in shoe bag container. Bowling
	“Bean Bag Toss” into basket. Use words: Throwing, tossing hitting, In, Out , Over, Under. All that apply

	Outdoor Activities
	Find the Toy. Hide toys on playground for children to discover
	Tunnel Game: Crawling In and Out
Taking Turns
	Bring out riding toys, wagons, tricycles,strollers grocery carts for pushing and hauling toys
	Fill, dump, push and pull wagons with big, little and small balls
	In baskets collect,  fill and dump leaves or small soft objects
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