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Monthly Planning Tool | Older Toddlers | 24 - 36 Months
Month: June | Week: ____________________ | Year: ____




Teacher/Caregiver: _______________

Skills & Concepts to Emphasize: Dramatic Play: Let’s Pretend

	Tips for Best Practice 
Pretend play can help children feel in control. Stay close by and tuned in to child’s emotions.
	Dramatic Play Area
New Theme: Doctor’s office - clinic
Magnifying glass, stethoscope, medical tools, clothes, dolls, blankets, cradle, empty band aid boxes

Cook healthy pretend foods.
	Sensory Development Area
Display medical posters and pictures of body, organs, doctors, nurses, animal doctor, hospital, clinic - other community helpers 
	Language - Early Literacy Area
Label body parts. Select stories about going to hospital, clinic, doctor’s office. Words to use: weight, height, exercise, ear, nose, throat heart etc

Set up: Basket of puppets to assist with telling stories

	Encourage conversation about people who hep -- doctors, nurses, police, vets and firefighters 
	Art Area
Display children’s art work in classroom 

Vary Art Media: Sticker art, Easel painting, Coloring
	Fine Motor Skills Area
Set out:Computer key board

Cell Phones, Clock

Little boxes for  opening and closing  
	Responsive Care Area
Social Emotional Development

Talking about: Taking care of others. Learning about how our bodies work. How we feel when we are sick and well. Ways to stay healthy. Label items in home language of children. Start to Make “Friends” albums for end of school year. 

	Resources/Notes

	Music & Movement Area
Vary Music / Instruments Weekly.

Dance and move to favorite action games and songs
	Gross Motor Skills Area
Set up favorite equipment  to support gross motor development
	Arrival - Greeting Area: Parent Ed, Nutrition, Health
Post newsletter on “ Value of Pretend Play”

Plan to prepare parents and children for upcoming transitions to preschool. Post resources in home language, and on favorite snacks and healthy foods. 


	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Small group activities (songs, stories, games)
	Read stories daily about going to Doctor’s Office or Hospital
Use puppets at story time
	Sing Daily: Hokey-Pokey, Head Shoulders Knees and Toes, If Your “Healthy” and You Know It
	Daily: Wash, dry and wrap dolls in blankets. Use pictures-posters to talk about going to doctor’s for a visit.
	Talk about caring for pets Keeping them safe.  Taking pets to vet. Tell stories about our pets.
	Take friends pictures inside and outside. Work on  ”Friends Albums”

	Outdoor Activities
	Daily Exercises: Bending, Jumping, Rolling and Twirling
	Taking dolls and stuffed animals to doctor in wagons, on trikes. 
	Explore nature with  magnifying glasses
	Water Paint with  different sized brushes

	Fence Painting
Bubbles
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