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Monthly Planning Tool | Older Toddlers | 24 - 36 Months
Month: July | Week: ____________________ | Year: ____




Teacher/Caregiver: _______________

Skills & Concepts to Emphasize: Preparing for Transition to Pre-School

	Tips for Best Practice 
Talk about upcoming transitions and changes. 


	Dramatic Play Area
Introduce new school props: 

Lunch boxes, back packs, markers, paper. Make pretend pizza. Put empty snack boxes in grocery sacks. Add : School bus and transportation toys 
	Sensory Development Area
Add: Pictures of children getting ready for school and daily routines:  Waking Up, getting dressed, hand washing, tooth brushing, eating breakfast, going to school.  
	Language - Early Literacy Area
Talk about old and new routines and changes. 

Select stories about going to new room or school 

Use puppets to assist in telling stories. Let children take lead in storytelling

	Observe and “Tune In” to children’s individual feelings about upcoming changes.  
	Art Area
Contact paper collage with tissue paper, cotton balls  Sticker Art and Markers  

Paper bag hand puppets
	Fine Motor Skills Area
Star Builders, Peg boards, Puzzles, Dinosaurs and other plastic animals
	Responsive Care Area
Social Emotional Development

Complete “ Friends” photo albums for end of school year. 

Sharing toys with friends. Playing together. Prepare children for changes and transitions to preschool. Visit new classroom or program

	Resources/Notes

	Music & Movement Area
Play favorite music, action games and songs for dancing and singing together. 
	Gross Motor Skills Area
Set up: Obstacle Course, Tunnel and children’s favorite gross motor equipment 
	Arrival - Greeting Area: Parent Ed, Nutrition, Health
Post schedules for Parent Conferences

Share information on upcoming transitions

Plan a “Get Together” with families 


	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Small group activities (songs, stories, games)
	Daily - Sing and read stories about “Changes” going to new room, school or home. 
	Paper Bag Puppets. Color - Decorate with stickers  
Hide and Find Objects 
	Classify objects
Picture talks about going to new school
	Finish up making ”Friends Albums”

	I Spy
Follow the Leader 

Animal Sounds and Movements

	Outdoor Activities
	Teddy Bear Picnic
Musical Parade, Pots- pans- wooden spoons Snack Outdoors 
	Set Up: Obstacle Course
Hide and Find Objects 
	Bean Bag Toss
Snack Outdoors 
	Bubble Chase
	Sand Play with Dinosaurs
Bowling 
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