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CIRCLE TIME

Preschool to Kinder must have:
[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]Young Peoples Workshops

SPANISH
IMMERSION
SCHOOL




[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.jpg]‘ El fiempo esta.. |

[ as reglos del salon

| . Caminamos. -
2. Escuchamos. .
3. Compartimos. ‘
4. Limpiamos. ﬂ
5. Cuidamos -

nuestro escuela.

R SRS S

'"m*\mms,wmnmwawr; o s *
o




[image: image2.jpg]>

@

4-’

nfo,so l.
LN

et Grupos peeios

o

\\8 \ = 3 __ - E Las re\g/as del

PR OHR SR O R ———— ‘ f
B e L o
= 3. Compartimos.

L [}
1. LImpIamaos.

2827 2820 €0 &

‘utu"i&“h





1. Visual Daily Schedule  
2.  Attendance (Home / School)    
3. Calendar  
4.  Letter, Shape, Color, Number of the week 
5. Classroom Helper

6. Classroom Rules

7. Mis Emociones - - ¿Cómo te sientes?
8. Seasons

9. Weather 

Toddlers to Early Preschool must have:

1. Simpler Visual Daily Schedule

2. Attendance (Home / School)

3. Letter, Shape, Color, Number of the week 

4. Classroom Rules

5. Mis Emociones - - ¿Cómo te sientes?

BENEFITS OF CIRCLE TIME
· Establish Community – My having circle time, or group time, our preschoolers greet each other and learn awareness of other kids. This kind of interaction helps to enhance the social skills of the students. They learn that each child is valued as a member of the group.

· Keep it Fun – Getting toddlers and preschoolers to sit still for any amount of time can be tricky. Keeping circle time fun and interactive can help keep toddlers engaged and help to improve their attention span. Circle time becomes a fun activity rather than a chore.

· Make it a Routine – When something becomes routine or familiar to young children, they respond to it better. By starting every day with circle time, children know what to expect every morning, improving their skills a little bit more each time.

· respect each other’s voices
· practice keeping little bodies in their own space
· work on following instructions
· Plan it Out – Use circle time to go over the day’s plans and topics. With all the kids in the class together, everyone will know what the class will be doing. Kids are always curious and circle time is a good opportunity for them to ask questions.
CIRCLE “TIME”: INFANTS-TO-ADVANCE PRE-K
A general rule, circle time should be about five minutes for each year of age. This means that for 2-year-olds, circle time would be ten minutes, fifteen minutes for 3-year-olds and 4-year-olds can probably sit for twenty minutes, possibly a little less. Though you do not want your circle time to be so long or overwhelming to the point where children can’t sit or focus we recommend that you play timing to the best interest and needs of the child individually and as a class. For little ones such as infants circle time is not recommended but we recommend that you consider circle time as during tummy time, table time or even during one on one. A set time is not necessary the cue of the child will be your guide to meet his or her need.
Ignoring wiggles can be tough because a wiggly child can be super distracting. Try a song to shake the wiggles out before circle time begins. Teachers who have students that are so young shouldn’t worry about this at all. You may have to remind children if they are in somebody else’s space, Space out our carpet so they aren’t too close, but reminders aren’t kid proof.  If a child is having a very hard time staying in their own space we offer them a new position to sit in, a lap or a new spot but still within the circle (unless they choose to leave, we don’t make them leave). Choose your strategy and only allow behaviors that you plan to continue to allow, if sitting only one way is important to you then stick to it.
Remember this….to set children up for success is to set circle time age and developmentally appropriate for the students always keep in mind you can start circle time off at the beginning of the year short and start adding time as they grow and learn. We want our students to succeed. Teaching them gradually of the expectations will help them. 

At times children may tend to get a little active and loud but instead of using a loud tone voice or a holler…Nothing works better than leaning in and whispering. For larger classes, a good old stage whisper works well. While teaching you may lose your voice trying to holler over a class. It may not even be effective at all and it might make the students more active and loud quickly changing the strategy just may do the trick. This isn’t a strict circle time tip, but I use it when kids want to say something about the book all at once. A simple “If you are all speaking no one can hear the book” in a whisper usually does the trick.
HOW TO DO CIRCLE: GENERAL
Circle time is a time of welcoming — Simply put, this as a time to make each child feel important and valued. This can be done through a welcome song, talking about who is at school or at home, or even engaging in an activity with our names. This time conveys to each child that this is your class, and we are so happy to have you as a part of it.
Include a story — Stories bring the element of literacy, creativity, and listening skills. 
Teach something new — Circle time is great time for a new lesson in the class. When there is a new activity on a shelf, I demonstrate it during circle time then make it available during the day. We talk about how many friends can use it at once, how carefully it needs to be handled, what to do if someone drops it/squishes it/breaks it/puts it in their mouth, and where to return it when we are finished.

Talk about classroom life — Some children can really benefit from hearing about what the day will look like. A visual schedule is a perfect way to talk about the events of the day. Circle time is also a great time to show who is at school or who is absent.

CIRCLE TIME SONGS: GENERAL
Make it musical — The younger the class is, the more movement will be necessary. Include songs with motions. Practice dancing and balancing with bean bags. Hold hands and walk in a circle to the beat, then rotate. Grab some musical instruments and go on a parade. Practice moving slowly and quickly to the tempo of the song. Sing a color song with different colored items while assigning one to each child. Music involves both hemispheres of the brain, so it is such a fully engaging activity which is fun at the same time. For Infants the children won’t be able to move for them self, but I do encourage the teachers to do action movements or parallel communication while helping the child do a mini series of movements such as swishing legs from one side to the next, or bouncing baby on the knee, or even doing a rocking motion in the arms.
Remember… a little movement keeps them engage…a little movement will go a long way!
MORNING MEETING

Have your first circle time after all the children arrive. Have another one at the end of the “school day”. What we do: More than one circle time benefits the children in vocabulary, helps with listening skills as well as social communication skills, it may even help teachers gather the children when they are a tad active or not paying attention.
· Sing our good morning song. (and any other songs the children enjoy)
· Daily Schedule

· Attendance
· Announce the class helper for the day.
· Calendar

· Weather Report

· Read a Book
· Share what activities we will be doing.
· Number/Color/Shape/Letter of the week + Center Activities and more.
CIRCLE TIME ACTIVITIES
DAILY SCHEDULE: INFANTS & TODDLERS

Songs with Music and Movement

Hand Sign of the week

DAILY SCHEDULE: EPA-TO- ADVANCE PRE-K
The daily schedule helps children know what to expect. Use the daily schedule with a cursor and allow the children the opportunity to learn what it means, what they can expect and understand the concept of time and schedule.
CLASS HELPER: PRESCHOOL-TO-ADVANCE PRE-K
During the week the teachers are required to plan for weekly helpers. Each week the student’s name cards are moved to a different pocket. Depending on the age groups each class should designate the appropriate helper activities and quantity. The children will have cards, or you can also use popsicle sticks with the children’s names written in permanent marker if you prefer.

You can have one job per student, or just a few depending on your needs or your program. Assign each student one job for an entire week. Having children do a job duty helps build a sense of community, ownership and responsibility while including the learning self-help skills and independence.
It is always beneficial for students to feel helpful to their class so even if the class does not have a helper chart does not mean you can’t have them help-out throughout the day. Also remember to use encouragement instead of praise it is more effective. Example of encouragement.” Your cleaning very delicately I like how you are making sure to pick up each piece”. Instead of saying “you did a great job!” or “I love it” give description of what the child is doing well.
The Problems with Praise                                                                                                                                                 Praise focuses on: perfection rather than progress and improvement.                                                                                   a right or wrong outcome rather than a meaningful experience.                                                                                         good or bad decisions rather than the decision-making process.                                                                                       pride or disappointment rather than acceptance and support.
ATTENDANCE: EPA-TO-ADVANCE PRE-K
For older children: 
When the children arrive, they locate their name card, and place it on the graph/box to indicate if they are at school. I choose somebody to retrieve the name cards of the absent students and place them on the graph/box under the picture of “home”.

During our Calendar or Circle Time we count/chart the number of children who are present and the number of children who are absent using the name cards on the graph. While it might seem very simplistic, this activity is providing kids with an introduction to data analysis skills. When kids are offered the opportunity to participate in daily graphing activities they are developing important math concepts such as more and less, how many and so much more! These concepts are the basis for developing number sense. 
For the younger classes the teacher can assist the students in this activity if necessary. This will help students grasp recognition of peers, their names, counting skills and more. It will also prepare them for what to expect as they get older.
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CALENDAR: FROM EPA-TO-ADVANCE PREK
The calendar should be done daily for children to understand the concept of counting from 1-30/31. It also teaches number sequence, helps with number recognition. It works and helps their knowledge and understanding of dates including the days of the week, months of the year, yesterday, today, tomorrow and so much more. 
The calendar date can be posted by a student help, this also allows students to understand the concept of important events including birthdays, school closures and holidays as well as other important events such as school events including holiday parties and concerts. Allowing the children count down to important events makes the event so much more exciting and important and special to them.
PICTURE DAILY SCHEDULE: EPA-TO-ADVANCE PRE-K
A picture schedule will help you create smooth transitions by giving your students a visual reminder of what is happening or will happen next in the classroom. Having a picture daily schedule gives meaning to the words on the schedules thus helping the students learn words have meaning. Maintaining a picture daily schedule gives the class the opportunity to allow a student helper to remind others what event will happen next by moving a classroom daily schedule cursor/arrow.
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WEATHER REPORT: Preschool-to advance pre-k
Each day we have one class helper. That special person gets to report the weather. He/she looks out the window to see if it’s sunny, rainy or cloudy. The appropriate weather bottle is chosen, the weather card is placed on the chart, and we sing a weather song that includes the class helper’s name. This is an extremely special moment for each child when it’s his turn! There are various ways to do this activity by using weather themed sensory bottles, weekly graph chart with cards to label the week and so much more.

READ A BOOK/SING A SONG: ALL CLASSROOM
It is important to read and sing songs daily, even throughout the day to enhance and promote children’s vocabulary. Not only does this enhance the child’s vocabulary but it also allows them to grasp the Spanish language that they are learning so repetition is key. By singing and reading daily the students will learn words have meaning, learn the sounds that letters make, grasp various concepts such as reading from left to right, how to keep a tune and so much more.

Although it is important to have repetition children also need variety so although children may enjoy a book or a song for a week it is best to changing it up, so they don’t lose interest. This may be changing up the story or the tune and speed of the song or it could be learning a new one. Maintaining the children’s interest is key so while reading a book make sure you use a variety of facial expressions; various tones of voices and you may also use puppets to put on a show of the book. For songs you can use a wide variety of things from musical instruments, singing the song slow or fast, movements with the body or even a different tone of voice.
Here are a few songs you may sing daily:

Buenos Dias


siete Dias



los meses del año

Un pájarito vino hoy

los Dias de la semana


Hola amigo

Elena la ballena


la palmera



las ruedas del camión

A la vibora de la mar

mi tio tiene una granja


en la granja de tio Juan

Tia Mónica


Bingo




Habia un sapo

La bamba


los colores song


dos manitas diez deditos

Mi cuerpo


arroz con leche



a la rueda, rueda

Chocolate


tres pecesitos



amigo sol

Si las gotas de Lluvia

Lluvia, Lluvia, Lluvia


un Tiburón, un Tiburón
Marcha, marcha, marcha
un elefante



la arana pequeñita
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REVIEWING THE FOCUS TOPICS OF THE DAY: EPA-TO-ADVANCE PRE-K

Focus Topics of the day are very important for the students. We want them to learn a language that most may not use at home. To have that full Spanish immersion we need to plan and prepare for a focus topic or theme. The school curriculum provides a wide range of topics to help you provide a variety of vocabulary to use with the class and or individual students. The curriculum provides a theme of the month, theme of the week, letters, numbers, color, shapes, Hispanic heritage and community helper and so much more. Keep in mind of words you may use daily to say them out loudly so children can grasp.
Examples of objects or things you may say daily… 
El color de la semana es verde/ the color of the week is green (have children go looking for objects that are green or do an art that has to do with green) you can discuss the children various object that they found in the class and talk about how they did their art, what material they used and so much more.

Vamos a ir para fuera/ let’s go outside, vamos hacer arte/let’s do art, vamos a comer/let’s eat

And for each you can use a wide range of vocabulary words such as what you may see or do outside, what we may use to do art or how the children are doing their art activity, and what they are eating. Using what the child is doing in parallel communication, so the child can learn the vocabulary for what he or she is doing. Communication is key for the students to learn a wide range of vocabulary remember they are like sponges, so anything said must be appropriate and be beneficial or meaningful to what they are doing.

To enhance the child’s language always use a wide range of vocabulary that is used daily and include words your children can learn. Also remember to use the vocabulary you planned to teach your students from your lesson plan. While using objects or techniques of certain areas such as science, math, art and social studies find the proper terminologies to the vocabulary and use them with the students. Learning a new word or even language is beneficial to build or strengthen their little minds.

Also, instead of using English to reinforce what you want them to learn in Spanish it is best for them to see the object in picture or in person for them to grasp it. Including the vocabulary taught at school to daily reports, lesson plans and informing the parents of what their child has learned will encourage parent’s involvement of learning the language to help their child learn it and learn it to interact with their child
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