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Monthly Planning Tool | Young Infants | 0 - 12 Months
Month: March | Week: _____________________ | Year: ______




Teacher/Caregiver: ___________

Skills & Concepts to Emphasize: Noticing Nature - A Sense of Wonder 



 Story: _______________________

	Tips for Best Practice 
Look up and scan area frequently in order to keep track of every child.


	Dramatic Play Area
Set Out: New puppets, dolls and favorite animals

Post laminated pictures of flowers and plants. Make wildflower window panels


	Sensory Development Area
Post real non-commercial posters of weather: rain, ocean, mountains, puddles, umbrellas etc


	 Language - Early Literacy Area
Select Nature books. Point to and label nature objects.

Plant seeds, watch plants grow. Take pictures of growth, display picture series next to plants.



	Maintain visual supervision of children at all times.

	Art Area
Set Up: Shallow trays or pans for water play add small sponges for squeezing


	Fine Motor Skills Area
Roll and Pick up balls, put in baskets. Dump and Fill

Set Out: New Posting, nesting, and stacking toys


	Responsive Care Area
Social Emotional Development

Use sign with babies. Make special efforts to interact with and involve children with special needs in play. Maintain constant verbal or pleasant,  physical contact with each child

	Resources/Notes

	Music & Movement Area
Play Sounds of nature music: ocean, wind, birds, trees rustling, waterfalls etc

Sing Weather songs “It’s Raining it’s Pouring”
	Gross Motor Skills Area
Climbing in and out of risers

Push Pull Toys inside

Baby walkers and wagons


	Arrival - Greeting Area: Parent Ed, Nutrition, Health
Post newsletter for parents “Benefits of Outdoors”

Send home lists of favorite nature stories, songs and play activities.  Open windows air out rooms.


Main Objective: 
Specific Objective: 

	Main Learning Objective
	Experiences
	Activities
	Assessments

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Small group activities (songs, stories, games)
	Read and sing daily
Dish Tub Fill and Spill

Action Game: Hop like a Bunny
	Read nature stories
Turn pages

Sing Rhymes and Finger plays
	Hang colored crystals and  Plexi glass, indoors and outside
	Hang colorful parachute from ceiling. Turn fan on low. roll over, lie down look up, and watch movement of parachute
	Sand Play: Use small tubs Hide and find small toys in sand


	Outdoor Activities
	Take stroller walk Observe flowers, trees, etc.
	Listen to birds
Sounds of nature


	Look at sky and clouds, Feel the breeze.

	Hang different fabrics on fence. Watch and talk about movement.

	Weather permitting eat snack outside
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