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Why become bilingual?

 Bilingual people will be able to meet people from different 
countries and make friendships that span continents.

 On average bilingual people make $3000 more annually. 
Over 40 years, that’s $128,000 more than monolingual peers 
(Burton, 2018).

 Becoming bilingual alters your brain! It improves attention, 
problem solving abilities, the ability to inhibit information, and 
more (Knoll & Dussias, 2017).

 Bilingualism slows down cognitive decay. Bilingual people, if 
diagnosed with diseases such as Alzheimer's, are diagnosed 
an average of 4 years later than people that only speak one 
language (Bailystok, 2011).





Is learning a language easier when 

you’re younger?

(Kuhl, 2011)



Critical Period of Language 

Development

(Kuhl, 2011)



What this means for your child:

 Your children are currently in the “critical period” of language 

development and are more aware of different linguistic systems.

 What they are learning now will benefit them far into their futures.



Myths and 

Misconceptions
SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION EXPLAINED



Will learning two languages confuse 

my child?

 ”A child shouldn’t learn a new language until they master their first.”

 “Kids need to learn the community language first so they don’t get 

confused.”

 “My child is using both languages and must be confused” (Codeswitching)



Will my child fall behind 

academically?



Reading skills

 Learning to read first in Spanish can also 

benefit English speakers.

 Spanish is phonetic and syllabic.



(Cummins, 1981)

Photo from The Bell Foundation: https://ealresources.bell-

foundation.org.uk/eal-specialists/research-1970s-onwards-jim-cummins



How long, on average, will it take for 

my kids to learn a new language?

 0-1 years?

 1-3 years?

 3-5 years?

 5-7 years?



Learning a new language takes time.

On average, it takes 5-7 

years to learn a new 

language.

http://michuchutren.com/stages-second-

language-acquisition/



Simultaneous v Sequential Bilinguals

Image from Education Week: http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/learning-the-
language/2018/08/english_learners_are_a_diverse_group.html



Fluency depends on age

A five year old that is fluent in English and Spanish will show characteristics of 

a normal, native speaker five year old. 

What this means: They will still make mistakes! Compare their language to 

native speakers that are the same age.







Supporting your children 

at home
TIPS TO HELP THEM LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE



Read!

 It doesn’t matter what language you read in.

 Children will transfer what they learn (concepts, numbers, etc) to their new 

language.

 Concepts about print transfer between languages.



Use technology

 Find Spanish shows, apps, and songs to listen to with your children.

Endless Spanish



Become involved

 Communicate with teachers

 Volunteer

 Community events

 Emma Barrientos Mexican American Cultural Center

 Community Theater (Scottish Rite Theater)

 Culture nights



Questions?


