
Ideas for a Diverse, Non-stereotypical classroom:
DIVERSITY   
· The variety of people and communities that formulate the world
· The variety of differences in individuals, cultures, ethnicities, and families, including developmental differences

· The variety of family styles represented by the children in care 

NON-STEREOTYPICAL
Elimination of predetermined opinions or beliefs concerning a group in regards to gender, behaviors, and appearances.  All children should be allowed and encouraged to participate in all activities and feel that it is accepted, whether or not the activity is sometimes seen as for "boys" or "girls."

Multicultural and Non-stereotypical EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS includes but is not limited to, books, art, music, manipulatives, dramatic play, and homemaking materials; block accessories, dolls, pictures, food, and items representing children/adults with disabilities.  

Specific examples of materials that may be utilized for multicultural and/or non-stereotypical play:

Non-stereotypical

Block play people

Books (published, teacher or child made)
Clothes

Costumes

Hats (career, everyday)

Jewelry
Mirrors

Pictures of

· Males - nurse, primary caregiver, hairstylist, cleaning, cooking, etc.
· Females - truck driver, doctor, construction worker, playing sports, police officer, etc.

· People with disabilities - eyeglasses, crutches, wheelchair, hearing aids, physical features, etc.

· Various ages - elderly, middle age, and young

· Expressions - sad, excited, mad, happy

· Various physical features 
Puppets
Puzzles

Tools

Visitors (parents, professional)

Multicultural

Puzzles

Hats 

Paint

Crayons 

Paper

Books (published, teacher or child made)

Dolls

Puppets

Music 
Musical instruments

Fabric

Pictures of

· various ethnic groups

· various hair types

· animals that live outside the United States

· homes (large and small)

· food

Holiday materials

Food (real, pretend)

Words (label materials with languages other than English)
Sign language
Block play people

Play dough

Mirrors
INTEGRATING THE ANTI-BIAS CURRICULUM INTO THE ECE CURRICULUM

Pictures 


1. Pictures of children, family and staff should be displayed.

2. Children and adults from major racial/ethnic groups in the community and the United States should be displayed with numerical balance.

3. Current daily lives in the United States should be depicted, showing work and recreation, women and men shown performing jobs in the home and outside the home; blue collar and white collar workers.

4. Elderly people of various backgrounds doing different activities should be portrayed.

5. Differently-abled people of various backgrounds should be shown doing work and recreation.

6. A diversity of family styles should be shown.

7. Images of important individuals past and present, reflecting diversity in race and gender should be portrayed.

8. Art work by artists of various backgrounds should be displayed.
Dramatic Play(
Equipment and objects should be included that encourage:

1. Diversity of gender play, by offering tools and space for working in and out of the house; in rooms other than the kitchen; male and female work and play clothes.

2. Props that represent the professions of children’s parents

3. Cultural diversity should be portrayed by cooking and eating utensils from various cultures.

4. Different personal objects like different combs and brushes should be available.

5. Tools used by people with special needs should be accessible for exploration.

6. Hand and full-length mirrors should be available.

7. Dolls should be available that represent a fair balance of races and gender; girl dolls should have both dresses and pants; dolls with disabilities should be available.

8. Additional props such as a tool chest, lunch box, hard hat, suitcase and doctor’s bag should be available.
9. A telephone for oral language and “calling home”

10. Plastic food and empty food boxes from children’s homes as well as from other cultures, with print in other languages

11. A mirror at the children’s eye level so they can view their own image

12. Puppets that represent diversity

13. Fabrics from different cultures for use as costumes, tablecloths, and room dividers

Stories/Language(
1. A diversity of gender roles, racial and cultural backgrounds, special needs and abilities, range of occupations, range of ages, family lifestyles and incomes should be reflected.

2. Accurate information, without stereotyping, should be available.

3. Books should be available in different languages, in sign language and Braille.

4. When the teacher is reading aloud, male and female pronouns should be interchanged.

5. Children should be able to see and hear various languages, including sign and Braille.

6. Books, story tapes, songs, and fingerplays from various cultures in different languages should be available.

7. Children should be able to look at newspapers written in different languages.
8. Class made books representing children’s lives and families

Music(
1. Children should have access to various cultural styles of music for singing, background music, movement and naptime.

2. Musical instruments from different cultures including drums, maracas, kalimbas, bells, rattles, and rhythm sticks.

3. Dance accessories such as scarves, ribbons, and wrist bells

4. Pictures of all kinds of people making music and dancing.

Art(
1. Supplies should include paint, paper, clay, playdough, crayons, and markers in a variety of skin tones

2. Collage materials including an array of papers, fabric scraps, natural materials, and magazines that represent different cultures

3. Images, symbols, textures, and patterns from other cultures.

Manipulatives 
1. Puzzles, block accessories and games should depict diversity in race, gender, physical abilities and occupations.

2. Interlocking building pieces for creating homes and neighborhoods

3. Counting and sorting pieces including foreign coins, grains, and beads

4. A variety of small baskets for storing, sorting, or counting small objects.

Blocks/Construction(
1. The block area should be arranged near dramatic play, to encourage cross playing.

2. Dolls or stuffed animals should be added to the block area.

3. Have “everybody plays with blocks” day once a week for a month.

4. Encourage boy and girl teams to build with blocks.

Examples of materials:

· Large blocks, unit blocks, logs, and planks for constructing a variety of homes and buildings

· Boats, cars, planes, sleds, carts, trains, and vehicles of all kinds

· Rubber or wood figures of people representing diversity at all levels

· Animals from different settings around the world made of different materials

· Pictures of a wide variety of structures and dwellings

Discovery/Science/Sensory (
1. Encourage both girls and boys to use, and have them understand it’s okay to get dirty.

2. Herbs for growing that represent those used by children at home.

3. Magnifying and measuring tools that can be used for investigating likenesses and differences of objects and people.

4. Small pets such as a reptile or fish that might come from a different environment.

5. A variety of plants that may grow in different locations.

Outdoors(
The outdoor environment should be an extension of the indoor environment.  Therefore, interest areas with supporting anti-bias/diversity should also be available during outdoor play.  

A SAMPLE OF THEME UNITS THAT LEND THEMSELVES TO ANTI-BIAS CURRICULUM
· All About Me

· Babies

· Children

· Friends

· Books

· Places to Live

· Families

· Five Senses

· Cooking

· Feelings

· Music

· Day and Night

· Music

· Rhymes and Tales

· Dance

· Bodies

· Transportation

· Alike and Different

· Pets

· Colors

· Grandparents

· Old and New

· The World of Work

· Opposites

· Bread

· Community Helpers

· Neighbors

Possible Concepts

· All people are important

· All people have feelings

· Some things about all people are the same

· Some things about each person is different

· There are many ways to be a family

· My family is special

· Every family has their own way of doing things

Possible Alternatives to Holiday Units

· Halloween(Is it real?  Is it pretend?

· Thanksgiving(Harvest, bread, cooking

· Christmas(Families

· New Year(Winter, Old and New

· Valentine’s Day(Friendship

· Easter(Spring, eggs

· July 4th(Our town, neighbors, is it fair or unfair?
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