Real Items Especially for Infants (0-17 months)
It is developmentally appropriate and our responsibility as an educator to allow infants to explore various materials by using their five senses, especially their mouth.   All of the items below can be used by an infant to achieve developmental milestones with appropriate supervision.  Nonetheless, do not limit the learning process by only using these items… think creatively. 

Sight( 

Aquarium (pets, nature items)

Bottles (oil, corn syrup, oil and water, dollars)

Bowls (small, large)
Flashlights

Laminated Books (snapshots, magazines, newspaper)

Magnifying glasses

Mats (floor, table)
Mirrors
Plates

Posted Pictures (snapshots, magazines, newspaper)

Streamers

Wind socks

Smell

Smelly jars

Sound(
Bottles (rice, beans, marbles, birdseed, cornmeal, 
coins)

CD/tape/record player

Plastic bowls (large plastic spoons)
Wind chimes

Taste

Cooked pasta

Ice
Jello

Pudding
Whip Cream
Touch(
Blankets

Bottles (spray, squeeze)

Cameras
Cooked pasta

Feathers

Hats 

Ice

Jello

Lids (baby food jars)
Plastic Containers 
(storage, food, 
beverage, beauty 
products)

Sandpaper

Scarves

Streamers

Telephones

Ties

Water (warm, cold)

Wool

Texture Boards

Discovery Shoe Boxes
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