 Real Items
Manipulatives 
Items used for counting, stringing/weaving, connecting

Baskets (tomato, berry)

Beans

Calculators

Cash register

Cereal (round)

Clocks

Clothespins

Computer keyboards

Craft sticks

Film canisters

Gold tees

Hair curlers

Jewelry boxes

Paperclips

Pasta

Spools (tape, thread)

String

Styrofoam

Thread

Typewriter

Watches

Yarn

Music(
Beans

Bottles 

CD/tape/record player

Coffee cans

Headphones

Marbles

Pans (baking)

Plates (paper)

Rice

Scarves

Spoons (large/wooden, metal)

Streamers

Blocks/Construction(
Aprons

Bolts

Boxes (diaper wipe, shoe, appliance)

Craft sticks

Glue (wood)

Measuring instruments

Nails

Nuts

Safety glasses

Sandpaper

Screws

Straws

Tools (pliers, hammer, screw driver, etc.)

Wood

Stories/Language(
Teacher/Child made books


Snapshots 


Magazines


Newspaper

Boards 

Collage of the children and their families


Book of the Week

Word wall


Cut-outs from food labels and other 
packaging items posted as a collage 

Outdoors(
Bird feeder

Bird house

Fly swatter
Gardening tools

Spray bottles

Watering cans
Wind chimes

Windsocks

The outdoor environment should be an extension of the indoor environment.  Therefore, interest areas with supporting real materials/equipment should also be available during outdoor play.  
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